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iPOD DOCK SYSTEMS

MUSICAL

YouriPod needs somewhere to sitand transmityour tunes. Nowadays you can offerit the
quality it deserves: this quartet of docks offers the best-ever blend of price and performance

BRW ZEPPELIN MIN!
£300 # & H kK
It may look less like a Zeppelin and more like the top ofa pedal-bin than
its uber-successful big brother, but the Zeppelin Miniis an abject
lesson in squeezing a quart of performance into a pint-sized iPod dock.

The B&W is a thoroughly thought-out device, The docking cradle
swivels through 90 degrees,so you can enjoy video in widescreen, and
your iPod will sync with your computer’s iTunes while the Mini’s in
‘standby’ mode. And the Mini does its own digital-to-analogue
conversion rather than leave it to Apple’s more standard-quality DACS.
ithouses a total of 36 watts of amplification power, two 7.5¢m full-
range speaker drivers and a 3.5mm input for use with other devices.

The little Zeppelin sounds punchy, controlled and bigger than seems
likely. It goes passably loud, and offers the sort of bass that's bayond
all butthe most capable rivals. Expressive in the midrange, crisply
unthreatening at the top end and smoothly integrated throughout, it's
as revealing of fine detail asit is forgiving of low-bitrate files.

If the full-fat Zeppelin is too big or toa expensive, this is the obvious
place to start: there are cheaper docks out there ~ but they sound it.
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BOSE SOUNDDOCKI

E250 Ak hh ke

Despite Bose's predilection for a premium pricetag, realvalue can be
had down at the budget end of the company’s model range. This
SoundDockllis a case in point.

Specification doesn't take much describing: there’s a rudimentary,
nicely tactile remote controland a 3.5mm input - and that'siit.
Fortunately we’re much more concerned with the performance than the
specs, and for a tidily proportioned enclosure, the SoundDock Il
creates a generous and well-organised soundstage. Nick Lowe's / Don't
Know Why You Keep Me On sounds broad and well-separated. Bass is
solid and authoritative (although it doesn’t delve as far down as the
B&W), and there’s good bite and attack to voices in the midrange.

What’s most impressive is the Bose’s energetic way with rhythm,
Timing, by the standards of affordable iPod docks, is exemplary -
there’s greater coherence and unity on display here than any price-
comparable rival can muster, And while the SoundDock Il isn't capable
of filling a bigger-than-average room with sound, it does at least retain
most ofits composure at volume. A compulsory audition.







